
A Meal From Scraps; Part Two of the Stempel Story

(updated 10/11/22)

In a good many cases, 100% verifiability of family ancestors,

especially before the 1700s, is rare. Church records make up a

large portion of information about people, and while many are

available online, just as many are not. Civil records before the

modern age were kept for limited

purposes, many people are not

included, and no record exists at

all for millions, most especially

the poor. However, more people

can now piece together their

family story with what is

available from sources outside

official records, such as period

diaries, family histories and

biographies, local town libraries

and societies’ stashes, etc. With

that access threads of a story can

be woven together into an

ancestral narrative. (image
1
)

In the last few years we have been fortunate to find 3714

ancestors to date. Are all of them verified ancestors? No. Likely

a hundred or more are altogether wrong, or off the mark. Another

1 Above the drawing is written “the women of the Saxon family tree”. This style of family tree drawing was
not uncommon at the time, but usually showed parents “harvesting” children from the tree and family
names and lineages written below.
https://www.flickr.com/photos/medmss/14830484396/in/album-72157646304227163/

https://www.flickr.com/photos/medmss/14830484396/in/album-72157646304227163/


hundred or so are first names only. We saw in the previous

chapter how dicey the whole name and naming situation is.

Our tree is in a constant state of revision, as new information

is found the appropriate adjustments are made. Flexibility is key.

Does that amount of question nullify the veracity of a family

narrative? Not quite. Not as much as the other side of that coin;

embellishment is as equally if not more problematic than

inexactitude.

Everyone wants to be related to noble and famous people

from history. So it’s easy to go chasing after a grander story based

on only one presumed or even verified fact. This writer has fallen

into that trap more than once, and has had to rebuild more than

one tree branch. It’s a part of the process, and it’s for this reason

that such pains are taken to make sure we acknowledge all our

suppositions, assumptions, and extrapolations forthrightly.

Reasonable conjecture is the name of the game here.

The painting of the village fair is an excellent example.

Marburg, a town in the same region, is about 120 miles north of

Wachenheim, both being equi-distant from Frankfurt. It’s about

the same size, most residents were also farmers and tradespeople.

Remembering the detail about Johann Nicolaus selling grapes in

the town market, we can look at this picture and imagine what a

similar fair or the market in Wachenheim looked like. Perhaps he

had a stall similar to the one in the picture.



Fair in a village, 17th century. Source: Photo Archive Photo Marburg
2

From there we can liken our own experiences to theirs; the

drive home, kids in the back of the horse cart either conked out or

hyped on sugar, wanting to get home, eat something, and go to

bed because it was back to the grind in the morning. Just like a car

ride home from the state fair. Far away ancestors are not as far

away as we think.

We are looking for information and details that evoke a

mise-en-scene of the time and place that we can relate to; the

colors of the land, and the sounds of the village. It’s the study of

history certainly, but this time when exploring history we know

there is a direct connection to the time and place, “one of us” was

there. An inexplicable chord is struck that you feel that’s different

from when you studied history in school.

2 https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/item/YR6RZKYUEJCQ4LEOIDMQCBJ4IAKUPMM7

https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/item/YR6RZKYUEJCQ4LEOIDMQCBJ4IAKUPMM7


As one reaches back 400+ years new bits of information

come to light and so inevitably the story changes because of it.

The narrative is either bolstered with corroborating evidence or

dashed with one definitively sourced fact. Having one parent

wrong will throw the whole tree off. At one point we had

attributed one of the Renner sons with parents who turned out to

actually be the uncle and aunt. Correcting that wiped out direct

lineage to a huge section of the tree. Those stories now belonged

to a different line. Sigh. There is a silver lining - the contextual

information, while not specifically connected, it is, in a general

way, and so inferences can still be made that add to the story.

Our earliest identified ancestor is Hans Wagner, born at

Kirkel, Saarland, Germany, in the year 1350. He’s a first cousin

connected to the family of Johann Balthasar Stempel’s wife,

Catherine Biebinger. Balthasar is the fellow we started this story

with and from whom we moved backwards to Switzerland. We

will return to this couple further along in the story.

Of direct line ancestors we are looking

at the late 1400’s and early 1500’s for a

few different lines and branches, both

maternal and paternal, from Germany,

Scotland, Netherlands, and Flanders.

This puts them in the thirteenth

generation, of which there are 32,768

ancestors. That makes the 3700 found

thus far are only 11% of the total

possible ancestors. Not a lot. Just a few

threads from a vast blanket covering



continents over many hundreds of years. But, that threadbare

patch of the blanket that’s left is a gift; their story, our story, the

history and all it tells is quite precious. And humbling. The

process of weaving it together is deeply felt.

Sorting through the many possibilities is challenging and can

lead the big story astray. We started with the notion that perhaps

we belonged to the “original” Swiss carpenter brothers of Seedorf,

Christen and Michel. In the end that was a false start.

The family comes from Seedorf near Aarberg (2mi) and was

adopted as a citizen on July 6, 1598. First in 1598 Christen, then in

1609 Michel, both carpenters, were included in the civil law

(became citizens)….A second family Stämpfli (Stempfli), not related

to the printer family, can be traced to Bern from 1475; In 1568 it

was incorporated into civil law. In 1798 it died out.
3

Of note:

Christen married one Maria Zimmerman in 1605, same surname as

Leonhard’s wife whom he married in 1571 at Schüpfen. However, that

family tree seemingly does not include our clan.

Having fleshed out the plausible Swiss origins in the

previous chapter, we’re now returning to Bendicht and Maria

in Wachenheim, and their two living children (of six total). On

the tree fragment you can see the four infant deaths, and

Bendicht’s second son, Johann Gottfried, born in 1648, four

years after the family arrived in Germany. The next generation

down we see Johann Nicolaus II and his four siblings who lived

in Wachenheim. And we see Gottfried’s four children who were

born in Pfeddersheim, Worms, which is just twenty miles

north. The route between the two passes through Lambsheim.

3 http://www.hfls.ch/humo-gen/family.php?database=humo_&id=F32988&main_person=I96595

http://www.hfls.ch/humo-gen/family.php?database=humo_&id=F32988&main_person=I96595


Looking at the tree we see that Nicolaus I and Barbara

Susanne lost a child in 1674, and that their last child was born at

Hardenburg in the winter of 1676. They were displaced to

Hardenburg due to the French occupation when soldiers were

billeted in Wachenheim.
4

The family remained in Hardenburg for

at least two.

…the Thirty Years War (1618-1648) swirled around Wachenheim.

The town was occupied twice, and at least once its surviving

population fled for safety to a castle in Bad Durkheim.

[Hardenburg Castle] It is known that crops were repeatedly

destroyed and land ownership was in chaos throughout the Rhine

basin.
5

This most surely had a direct impact on the family.

On the right we see that one of J. Gottfried's sons, Johann

Peter Stempel (1697) and his wife moved to the British

Colonies, dying in Montgomery and Berks Counties,

Pennsylvania respectively, she shortly after their arrival, in

1734, and he many years later in 1760. On the left side of the tree

we see Johann Nicolaus I’s two sons, Nicolaus III and Jakob, the

former staying at Wachenheim while the latter made his way to

the British Colonies taking their father with him in 1732.

5 http://oenosite.com/buerklin-wolf-a-long-history-and-finessed-rieslings/
4 https://www.heimatverein-wachenheim.de/zeitreise/
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1618-1648: But even after the nominal end of the Thirty Years War,

peace did not come. In Neustadt there was a French commander

with his troops, in Frankenthal there were Spaniards who

advanced with their raids to Neustadt. [Wachenheim is now

incorporated into Neustadt, The Haart, where the couple arrived in

1644]… In 1644, the population of Wachenheim fled to

Hardenburg, at first "for the most part," but from July "everyone"

again. They stayed there for a year.
6

It appears they may have fled to

Hardenburg in 1674-1676.

We also can clearly see the two family lines that developed in

this region; one in Wachenheim and the other in Pfeddersheim.

There has been a confusion about who belongs to which family,

and we think that our reasonable conjecture may sort this

confusion.

The families are of separate lineages, but became connected

and confused by location due to a split up of the orphans’ in 1648

when their parents died. Nicolaus had no real connection to the

newborn. He certainly wouldn’t have been capable of caring for

6 https://www.pistillum.de/Genalogie/
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the baby. It’s more reasonable to assume he went his way, back to

the farm in the Haardt, and his infant brother was taken in by the

Pfeddersheim Stempels, working at the Hardenburg Castle.

The 1630’s were especially bloody times as

the Germans, Swedes and French did all in

their power to decimate and obliterate each

other, the main focus being ultimate power.

Catholics and Protestants brutalized each

other for decades. After the Battle of

Nördlingen (1634), the lands laid in waste

and ruin while the war stood at a standstill.

Idle armies with thousands of hungry and

bored soldiers led to widespread looting and

murders.  Other ancestors, the Griebs of

Sindelfingen, Baden-Wurttemburg, were murdered by the troops

marching to Nördlingen. The Viett family (predecessors of the

Trost line) was also in Wurttemberg during this period.

In the United States we tend to have a different perspective

when it comes to distances and proximity between cities. The

birthplaces and residences of the Stempels, their in-laws, and the

extended families, were all within a 20-30 mile radius, no one

more than a day’s horse cart ride away. The Biebinger and

Renner clans were smack in the middle of it all, living in

Mutterstadt and Dannstadt. Not only is everyone close by,

there aren’t very many people to begin with, so naturally,

everyone knew, or at least knew of everyone else in their family.

Peoples’ lives literally depended on working with each other.



The Stempels around Mutterstadt, a 20-30 mile radius

The war was at a standstill, and victory or defeat did little to change

this. More and more marauders roamed the land, plundering and

murdering. In many places, peasants formed combat units and took

up arms against their mortal enemies, the soldiers. The results were

devastating: in some areas, only one-third of the population

survived. Overall, the total number of inhabitants dropped from 17

million to 10 million.
7

Seven million died, almost half. The Stempels

survived, just barely.

7 https://www.dhm.de/blog/2018/05/23/stories-the-thirty-years-war/
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Sebastian Vrancx, Soldiers plundering a farm, around 1620 © DHM

The Thirty Years' War completely destroyed Mutterstadt

and totally depopulated it. In 1621 the Spaniards billeted, in 1622

Tilly came, in 1631 and 1632 the Swedes, in 1634 the imperial troops

returned, in 1635 the French moved in. In 1637 the plague raged.

In 1639 the French and Weimar troops returned. Abuse and

illness swept away the population, the field was undeveloped.

Only a few farmers ventured into the fields to collect the harvest.
8

This is what Bendicht, his wife Maria, and their thirteen year

old son, Johann Nicolaus I were walking into, literally. Did they

have any idea what was ahead of them before they left? The roads

8 https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geschichte_Mutterstadts

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geschichte_Mutterstadts#Drei%C3%9Figj%C3%A4hriger_Krieg


were surely fraught with challenges, and travel was dangerous.

Somehow they made it to The Haardt.

Soldiers robbing, murdering, and raping peasants during the War. The conduct of soldiers was so horrific

that European leaders came to believe that better regulation was essential to prevent chaos in the future.

After the end of the war, the place was populated by former

residents and immigrants of various nationalities. Only a few of the

families who had lived in the village before the war reappeared.

Some of the new families come from Germany. Others come from

Holland, France, Switzerland and Italy. Of the 49 documented

Swiss who immigrated to Mutterstadt at the end of the 17th

century, 22 came from the Zurich area, seven from Bern and 9

from Vaud. From 1670 it is reported that the French community in

Mutterstadt consisted of 27 families. - Perhaps 300 people or so, if.



Wachenheim an der Weinstraße and castle ruin

The Thirty Years’ War saw the most horrific acts of violence, the

greatest loss of life, and the greatest suffering among both soldiers

and civilians of any of the religious wars of the period, and saw the

reduction of the population in the German Lands of between 20 –

40%. … From the French intervention in 1635 until the war finally

ended in 1648, armies battled their way across the Empire, funded

by the various elite states and families of Europe but exacting a

terrible toll on the German lands and people. From 1618 – 1648, the

population of the Empire dropped by 8,000,000. Whole regions

were depopulated and massive tracts of farmland were rendered

barren; it took until close to 1700 for the Empire to begin to recover.
9

The peace was not to last long. Foreign armies were again

marching across the southern Palatinate. In 1665 troops from

Lorraine and Mainz attacked Wachenheim.
10

With these

armies also came the plague.
11

In 1666-67 the plague decimated

the population.
12

In 1674 due to fighting in the surrounding area,

Wachenheim was partially destroyed and the church

burned down. Our Nicolaus II would help rebuild the church.
13

13 https://www.st-georgskirche-wachenheim.de/geschichte-der-st-georgskirche/
12 https://www.heimatverein-wachenheim.de/zeitreise/
11 https://www.vg-kandel.de/vg_kandel/Verbandsgemeinde/Steinweiler/DorfchronikSteinweiler.pdf
10 https://www.heimatverein-wachenheim.de/zeitreise/
9 https://bit.ly/3zb6jbu
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That we have a record of our ancestors surviving this period

is quite remarkable. Of the millions that died these few managed

to make it through the horrors, and as we will see, were able to

thrive, and regenerate the population.

Johann Nicolaus I would make his mark and establish the

Stempel family firmly in Wachenheim before they moved on to

Mußbach, Neustadt an der Weinstraße, and eventually to

Weisenheim am Sand, Bad Dürkheim a hundred years later in the

1780’s. This family branch grew in the region for 200+ years, with

Dielkirchen thirty-five miles northeast of Weisenheim, being the

last spot in the Palatinate before leaving for the United States in

the 1850’s, headed to Upstate New York.

The destruction around them was unceasing and relentless.

Soldiers and the people that traveled with them were on the roads,

passing through the towns and villages; they too were trying to

survive as best as they could. Bendicht and Maria’s were not far

removed from the events of the day as if these battles were in

another state or country; it was all happening within miles of

them, and to them directly. Twenty five miles northwest stands…

Falkenstein Castle, which even in its ruins still bears witness to its

former grandeur and splendor, and the village below it. We don't

find that it had any special damage before the Thirty Years' War. It

was only towards the end of this war that destruction hit it. In 1644,

the Swedes conquered Falkenstein, and took away the money of

the Duke of Lorraine but left the castle again without damaging it.

For the second time in 1647 it was taken by the French field

marshal Schönbek, who had it blown up in three places and had

the fortifications pulled down.
14

14 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Falkenstein_Castle_(Niederfalkenstein)
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*****

In the time before 1700 we

are dependent on the

council minutes of the city

of Wachenheim, the

treasury registers and the

records of the Reformed

Church. In addition, there

are two morning books.

The two Wachenheim

morning books, which are of interest to us. The council minutes of

the town of Wachenheim contain many references to our

ancestors. The found entries are not always pleasant.
15

Often stray sentences in paragraphs about an unrelated topic

shed just a little more light on the subjects and their lives. Whilst

exploring the evolution of the family name spelling we discover a

mention regarding literacy. To wit, not surprisingly, the family

name changed when they arrived in Germany from Stämpfli to

Stempel.

The oldest spelling "Stämpfli" comes from Switzerland. There the use

of "ä" or "e" was similarly varying as in the Palatinate of "i" and "y"

at the end of the name. Since our ancestors could write only

from the children of Nickel II and Johann Peter in

Pfeddersheim, he signed with his own hand the ship and oath lists,

it may be assumed that the spelling of the name was almost

exclusively at the discretion of the scribe. While in Wachenheim

"Stempfel" has been found only once, this spelling has lasted

15 https://www.pistillum.de/Genalogie/Wanderungspuren.pdf
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somewhat longer in Pfeddersheim. From about 1700 one finds in

Wachenheim only the spelling "Stempel".
16

This is especially

interesting as this

line is one of

school teachers

starting with

“Nickel II” on down

through to

Balthasar. In fact, in

a record of

Protestant

Apprentices from

1811 we see the

family profession of teaching was still going with the mention of

one Gottfried Stempel sent to Weißenheim (am Sand is

assumed) 20 miles north of Wachenheim, and where the future

in-laws the Kohls lived. Also listed is one David Stempel to

Pirmasend which is 50 miles southwest.

Likely this David Johannes Stempel’s father was our great

grand uncle Johann Gottfried (1723, Nick III’s son). He was also a

school teacher.17 By the dating noted Gottfried would be in his 90’s

in 1811, so it is doubtful the note refers to him. It’s unclear who

that Gottfried is exactly. The same as well for the Burghermeister

of Weisenheim Am Sand named Gottfried listed in 1843.
18

18 Königlich bayerisches Amts- und Intelligenzblatt für die Pfalz 1843 By Pfalz (Regierungsbezirk),
Regierungsbezirk Pfalz

17 IMAGE: Scene in a village school. The Schoolmaster, 1840 © DHM
https://www.dhm.de/blog/2018/08/15/geschichten-aktuell-warum-hat-eine-schulstunde-45-minuten

16 https://www.pistillum.de/Genalogie/
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You may recall our Gottfied’s brother Balthasar, meaning our

fifth great grandfather, was also a teacher. Balthasar’s daughter

Maria Salome married Johannes Kohl of Weisenheim am

Sand. This is where the Stempel name dies out in our tree and

turns into Kohl. It then changes to Müller/Mueller, then to

Kister/Kester. At that point the Swiss and German lines blended

with the Dutch/Flemish Kooijman/Coleman lines in 1878 at

Monroe County, New York.

We have gotten ahead of ourselves

again. Let’s get back to the journey

to Germany…  The only details we

have for Bendicht and Maria

beyond the note stating they had

moved to the Palatinate in 1644, are

two dates; the birth of their

second son who survived, and that

of their own death. They both

died in 1648, the same year their

son Johann Gottfried Stempfli

was born. His older brother Nicolaus

I was seventeen years old.

Bendicht was thirty-eight when he died, and his wife

Maria was thirty-three. Likely their death was either in a

violent clash or due to any one of the rampant diseases. They may

have been killed by French soldiers or marauders who had just

destroyed Falkenstein Castle twenty miles down the road in 1647.

The carnage that occurred during the 1600s and 1700s has been

described as nothing short of war crimes. The Thirty Years’ War



itself wasn’t just violent, but led to unremitting famine and

plagues. Warfare not only killed soldiers, but legions of civilians as

well. Many regions were entirely abandoned, for not only

years but in some cases decades. The population was almost, if

not entirely, displaced at one time or another. In most cases,

multiple displacements – constant insecurity and danger that only

occasionally eased for a bit and never ended. Pestilence and

disease raged. Typhus, scurvy and bubonic plague

accompanied the soldiers, infecting everyone in their wake. What

few contemporary records exist provide harrowing details of

starvation in huge numbers, including reports to the church of

cannibalism.
19

We are extremely fortunate to have any records from this

period. All the family links we sorted through earlier, trying to

establish distinctions and connections to the families of this

lineage with others in both Switzerland and Germany, comes into

play now as we try to figure out as best as possible what happened

to these two brothers. The two sons’ life stories, their locations,

status and property, and what families they married into present

us with a good amount of clues to formulate scenarios and

possibilities, create some narrative assumptions and suppositions,

what we earlier called, reasonable conjecture.

By culling from the records, clues, and the historical context

we should be able to put together a family story that is at least

somewhat close to what was their lived experience. That’s the

hope and goal.

*****

19 https://bit.ly/3sP5iSJ
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Seventeen, while not the legal age of majority, was the age

that a young man took on his trade or profession and started

working toward becoming a journeyman. He likely already

completed some kind of training and education in the field

starting around age seven or eight, and usually if not sent away to

school or another tradesman, he learned the family trade from his

father. This was especially common for

first-born sons who are expected to take

on the family business in time. Sending a

son off to a neighbor or relative in

another town to start learning a trade has

been a common practice throughout the

Old World. Girls could be sent away to

assist in another household as needed

until she was married. Younger siblings

may go elsewhere and perhaps return to

the family business contributing

whatever skills they obtained whilst away. More than likely

seventeen year old Johann Nicolaus I was somewhat prepared for

the rough road ahead considering what he’d made it through in

the last four years since arriving. (image
20

)

It’s going to be helpful to go back to the map and have a look

at how these towns are situated in relation to each other and the

events cited in the histories. Immediately we can see a little

problem; there are two places named Wachenheim. It’s worse

than that; there are four entities similarly named. This is one of

th0se necessary digressions so that we can be sure to associate the

right people with the right places.

20 Painting of a young man; Johann Georg Trautmann (1713-1769), Pfalz.



A fifty mile stretch in the Rhenish Pfalz

Wachenheim an der Weinstraße
21

(formerly called

Wachenheim im Speyergau) is a small town in the Bad

Dürkheim. But there is also Wachenheim, Alzey-Worms, a

municipality belonging to a Verbandsgemeinde, a kind of

collective municipality, which lies within the district of

Alzey-Worms. Lastly, there’s a Wachenheim Verbands -

gemeinde. And put yet another way, Wachenheim is an

Ortsgemeinde – a municipality belonging to a Verbands -

gemeinde, in the Alzey-Worms district.
22

Additionally, the

Verbandsgemeinde Monsheim includes the Wachenheim

Ortsgemeinden. Overall, Wachenheim the City administered the

village of Wachenheim. We recall the church book note that states

22 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wachenheim_(disambiguation)
21 A wine road or wine route. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_Wine_Route

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wachenheim_(disambiguation)
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the couple moved to “the Haardt”, and they show up in the

records of both Neustadt and Musbach, neighboring towns of

Wachenheim village, approx. 20 miles south of Wachenheim city.

The Haardt, is a tiny wine district just outside the city of

Neustadt, at the heart of the Pfalz wine region. We are now

better able to pinpoint the location of the family in the region.

Nickel II we know lived and owned property in Neustadt in 1730.

This reference then puts the Stempels in the village south of the

city of the same name, both being within the overall district of yet

again the named the same, Wachhenheim. “The area west of

Mannheim, Worms, and Ludwigshafen was in the lower region,

known as the Rhenish Palatinate (Rheinpfalz). During the 130

years that the Palatinate was governed as part of Bavaria, it was

often referred to as Rhenish Bavaria (in German:

Rheinbayern).”
23

23 https://www.genealogy.com/forum/regional/countries/topics/germany/46690/
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So, how did the whole journey and arrival go down? Here’s a

conjectured summary, PBS mini-series style:

Having heard about

others going to Germany

Ben and Maria discover

that they have relatives

of one sort or another

already in the Palatinate.

They may have even

received word that there

was land available and

opportunity to rebuild

the area. Perhaps one of them wrote back to Switzerland and

made it sound like a wonderful place, the ‘streets paved with gold’

situation. The couple’s life up to this point likely has been filled

with shame, and much certainly sorrow. Their son is old enough

now to travel and take care of himself. More than likely he has

been trained in his father’s trade or that of another family

member and is ready to start his working life.

Historian and archivist, Winfried Seelinger at the Dannstadt

archives calls this region, “God’s Little Acre” and says that it has

probably always seemed so. Not only is the Rhine basin the

warmest, sunniest corner of Germany, its fertile fields

grow the famous German wines
24

along with fruits and

vegetables. As he says, people who descend from ancestors here

come from sturdy stock – survivors of wars, pestilence, misery, and

hard work. For those who did survive, there are many more who

didn’t.
25

25 https://bit.ly/3sP5iSJ
24 image: Grapevine near Neustadt an der Weinstrasse, Rhineland-Palatinate, Germany
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Engraving from Meisner's treasure chest, 1678, 9 x 14.5

Since the beginning of the Thirty Years War the Palatinate

was overrun and devastated, completely demolished with no trace

of life, only ruins and charred remains. The area was depopulated,

according to some estimates reduced by 66%, and the land was

abandoned for decades. During that time the few people

remaining lived amid the ruins as best they could.

Winfried tells us that the entire Palatinate agricultural region was

entirely devoid of population from about 1634 to 1650, and

that repopulation was very slow thereafter. Everything had been

entirely destroyed, including church and civil records. By way of

example, only 5 families returned to Dannstadt, and probably

fewer returned to Schauernheim.
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By the time Bendicht and Maria arrived in 1644 they were

sure to have had a much better sense of the true situation ahead,

and likely adjusted their plans accordingly. They made contact

with the Stempels in the area, and appear to have obtained a plot

of land. They were killed four years later. Having established

relations with their German relatives, the infant Johann Gottfried

was most probably left in the hands of the other Stempel family to

be raised by them. He later marries (three times) and has his

children in Pfeddersheim, where they were lived.

Now orphaned and on his own, seventeen year old Johann

Nicolaus I returns to the ruined family farm near Wachenheim

(Neustadt) and rebuilds it. He marries a local girl, Barbara

Susanne, seven years later in 1655 at the age of twenty four.

Nothing is known of Barbara Susanne beyond presumed birth and

death years. She likely lost her family, and or any records about

her have disappeared. The two of them likely shared a bond of

grief, as well as a drive for survival and success. Their first-born

son, Johann Nicolaus Stempel II, was not born until two years

later in 1657 at Wachenheim.

*****

Next Chapter: Nicolaus I and II and their families.


