
Marione Whyte (1618-) of Edinburgh

An Ancestral Portrait reasonably supposed

Edinburgh in the 17th century

Out of more than a few examples found in our family tree,

Marione Whyte best represents the sheer luck needed for any

one of us to be here today. A miracle is a “highly improbable or

extraordinary event, development, or accomplishment that brings

very welcome consequences.”

Dr. Ali Binazir calculated the odds of your parents meeting, given

the sheer volume of humans on Earth at any given time. Then he

considered the chances of them having a child. He also factored in

the odds of your ancestors meeting. His conclusion: “The odds that

you exist at all are basically zero.”
1

1 https://medium.com/afwp/your-odds-of-being-alive-af7826915073
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Scientist Richard Dawkins concludes the odds against you being

born are so great that this event has no chance of happening. No

scientific chance whatsoever. And yet, here you are. The good news

– you are a miracle. Now the bad

news, many experts now believe

that 1 in 400 trillion figure is in

fact wrong. The new chances of

you being on this planet and

reading this are so vast the term

miracle doesn’t begin to do them

justice, because those odds of 400

trillion to 1 against don’t take into

account the chances of your mum

meeting your dad, that they stay

together long enough to have

kids, that 1 egg happened to meet that 1 sperm… We are now up to 1

in 400 quadrillion – 1 in 400,000,000,000,000,000. That is

approximately the volume in cubic meters of the Atlantic Ocean.
2

IMAGE: Medieval children playing with toys and catching butterflies; anonymous

illustrator - British Library
3

In 1550 there were approximately 15,000 inhabitants of

Edinburgh, and by the end of the 1600s the city had a population

of 50,000 people. In 1513 the inhabitants of the city built the

Flodden Wall to protect against the English. It didn’t work very

well as the City was attacked on several occasions.
4

The wall posed

another problem. Since they couldn’t build out, they had to build

up. As a result people of all classes and walks of life lived not only

side by side but literally on top of each other.

The first stone high rise buildings were constructed on the Royal

Mile and were sometimes 12 stories high. When they ran out of space

4 https://www.introducingedinburgh.com/history
3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Childhood_in_Scotland_in_the_Middle_Ages
2 https://www.davidtaylorsblog.com/a-statistic-i-have-been-quoting-that-is-completely-wrong/
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the citizens built wooden houses on top of the stone houses.

Edinburgh became a filthy city continually hit by plagues, illnesses

and fires.
5

Reconstruction of part of the Royal Mile, Edinburgh in 17th century
6

On the cusp of a new century,

Marione Whyte’s mother, after

whom she was named, was born in

1598 in Edinburgh, the same year as

Margaret Stuart, third child of King

James VI. Unlike Maragret though,

Marione’s maiden name and

parentage are unknown.

Unfortunately, Margaret died of

disease two years later and was

buried at Holyrood, in Marione’s

neighborhood.

The birth and lineage of her husband, Thomas Whyt(e) is

also an unsolved mystery. These two are the earliest ancestors in

6 https://www.clarehewittmaps.com/architectural-illustration
5 https://www.introducingedinburgh.com/history
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this family line that zig zags its way down to our third great

grandmother Helen Bruce (1781-1878), wife of William Forbes.
7

There is also another full branch of ancestors who were at

Edinburgh during this same time period, in Canongate and

Warriston.  That branch connects to Marion via her

granddaughter, Elspeth Peacock, who married Robert Buist at

Dunfermline in 1684. His mother’s family had been in Edinburgh

since 1464.
8

The Buists et al of that branch have their own full

chapter in the overall family narrative.
9

Marione and Thomas Whyte were wed at Edinburgh Parish
10

on Saturday, 21 February 1615.

St Giles' Cathedral was their parish church

(Church of Scotland) in Old Town (likely their

employer's parish). The current building was

begun in the 14th century and extended until the

early 16th century.
11

“This winter was noted as

being of 'great severity’ & by February, the

River Tay (Dundee) was frozen over, foot and

horse traffic could pass over it. It was

particularly bad across northern Scotland.

Following the heavy snowfall, significant

flooding ensued following the thaw.”
12

One can reasonably expect the weather was

equally severe in Edinburgh, and can picture the streets iced over, the

couple making their way to the church on what seems a happy occasion.

12 https://premium.weatherweb.net/weather-in-history-1600-to-1649-ad/
11 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Giles%27_Cathedral
10 bit.ly/3tIzUWA
9 As of yet incomplete
8 Andrew Wardlaw, 1464 & Elizabeth Lawson, 1501 both of Warriston, Edinburgh

7 Read this family branch story:: Forbes of Brechin
https://aletheus.com/2022/08/03/brechin-forbes-family-history/
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http://bit.ly/3tIzUWA
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There tend to be more

records, pedigree

documents if you will, for

those in the middle and

upper classes, especially

because there was usually

property attached that

changed hands with a

marriage for which

documentation is

required. There are others named Thomas Whyt(e) and Marion(e)

listed in a variety of records and extant family trees. There is an

abundance of Whytes, Peacocks, Lasouns, et al in the marriage

and baptismal records and registers
13

for this period as well. Some

are obviously not ours, but others well could be, and if so, we’ve

missed the mark completely here.

The castle icon is Edinburgh, the blue I shield Inveresk, & navy royal shield is Dunfermline

13 https://www.whodoyouthinkyouaremagazine.com/tutorials/17-best-free-online-scottish-resources/
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Choices have been made based on hunches, patterns of

detail, and likely possibilities. Several attributions erroneously

give Marione a father named Whyte, her husband’s surname.

There is also a misconnection with an Andersonne family which

shows up frequently in records and trees. There could actually be

some thread of logic to it though, but we are not convinced.

Thomas and Marione appear to be part of the mass of people

crowding into Edinburgh at the beginning of the 17th century and

onward. The sense is that they are at least second generation

Edinburgh residents, were connected and in the mix, as opposed

to newcomers finding their way about. A good part of the

assumptions about them is based on their proximity to the upper

and merchant classes. The places they lived were good

neighborhoods, and the suburbs of Inveresk
14

and Dunfermline
15

were havens of the well to do. They were at the center of a good

deal of historic activity as opposed to being far off in the hills and

wilds aways from the machinations of power and wealth. They

were within earshot at best, onlookers at least, if nothing else.

They saw the carriage traffic, the comings and goings of a wide

variety of people from all over the region and beyond.

15 Although the second son of King James VI of Scotland and Anne of Denmark (Charles I, Margaret’s
brother) was born in Dunfermline Palace, Fife, on 19 November 1600. The town's royal connections
ended when James VI relocated the Scottish Court to London in 1603. King Charles thus became the last
monarch to be born in Scotland. The Reformation of 1560 had previously meant a loss of the
Dunfermline's ecclesiastical importance. On 25 May 1624, a fire engulfed around three-quarters of the
medieval-renaissance burgh. Some of the surviving buildings of the fire were the palace, the abbey and
the Abbot's House. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dunfermline#Capital_of_Scotland

14 By the 16th and 17th centuries history had made its mark on the village; 1547 marked the disastrous
defeat by the English at Pinkie Cleugh. Twenty years later, in 1567, Mary Stuart surrendered to rebel
Lords on Carberry Hill. In 1650 Oliver Cromwell established headquarters at Inveresk House. While
Edinburgh was growing and developing throughout the late 17th and 18th centuries and was aptly known
as ‘Auld Reekie’, Inveresk was “justly reckoned the finest and most healthy place in Scotland” (William
Maitland c. 1800). The village was often referred to as the “Montpellier of Scotland”.
https://invereskvillage.wordpress.com/in-historys-footsteps-a-walk-around-inveresk/
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St. Giles Cathedral where John Knox where he served as the minister for many years.
16

Marione’s daughter was baptized here in 1610

In 1592 the kirk session of St. Giles conducted the first Edinburgh

census: there are 2,239 households with 8,003 adults (over 12 years

of age), split evenly between north and south of the High Street; 45

per cent of the employed (4,360) are domestic servants in

households of the legal and merchant professions and town houses

of the landed class. By 1618 some tenement buildings had reached

seven storeys; the population was approximately 25,000, of which

approx. 475 are merchants.
17

High Kirk of Edinburgh, as St. Giles
18

is also known, stands

on the Royal Mile in Old Town between Edinburgh Castle and the

Palace of Holyroodhouse, a neighborhood of the well heeled and

powerful, lawyers and merchants, courtiers and politicians. It’s

18 The history of St Giles’ Cathedral, has spanned 900 years. https://www.stgilescathedral.org.uk/history
17 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_Edinburgh_history

16 In 1670 seventh great aunt Jean Langsandie married Alexander Wishart of Brechin, Angus. John Knox
converted to Protestantism after listening to sermons given by the Reformer George Wishart.
https://www.stgilescathedral.org.uk/john-knox/

https://www.stgilescathedral.org.uk/history
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_Edinburgh_history
https://www.stgilescathedral.org.uk/john-knox/


probable they worked in one of the houses in the neighborhood

and were included in the parish of their employer.

Old Town Edinburgh with St. Giles’ Cathedral spire in view.

We think it reasonable to suppose Marione was a teenage girl

in service when she met Thomas. They may well have worked in

the same house, or perhaps he worked at one close by where their

paths might cross. Maybe he was a delivery boy. Opportunities to

meet were very limited; workers did not have a lot of freedom or

free time. Proximity was likely key for any relationship to start.

All but the poorest households employed servants, who usually lived

in, sleeping in attics, kitchens and basements. Pay was low but

included their keep and often their clothing. Work was hard and

hours long. A maid would often have to rise at two in the morning

on a washing day so as to be finished by the evening. In the

‘middling sort’ of household the mistress often worked alongside the



servants.
19

A typical day in the life of a servant began at 05.00 and

could end up to 16 hours later. A servant would be no stranger to

tiredness and hard work, often working up to 112 hours in a week.
20

Urban density: Stacked living & close quarters
21

Marione was seventeen and Thomas nineteen when they

married that frigid winter of 1615. Their daughter was not born

until three years later in 1618. It is possible they lost a child before

it was baptized and that is why there is no record. That would

account for them marrying young. If not, it would appear then

that this was a love match, rather than one of necessity or

arrangement. Lowland Scotland was part of the pattern of late

marriage for both men and women (between the mid and late

21 https://masedimburgo.com/guias-de-edimburgo/
20 https://www.nts.org.uk/stories/a-day-in-the-life-of-a-servant
19 https://www.charlottebetts.com/domestic-servants-in-the-seventeenth-century/

https://masedimburgo.com/guias-de-edimburgo/
https://www.nts.org.uk/stories/a-day-in-the-life-of-a-servant
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20s), with a relatively large proportion of the population

remaining unmarried.
22

The impulse to marry must have been

quite strong for them to buck the trend and marry earlier rather

than later after they’d finished up their time of service. This is

likely why there was a delay in having a child. Amidst all going on

around them they managed to find some happiness, however

fleeting. You can picture them huddled up next to a fire on their

wedding night finding warmth in each other's love.

Lowland Village Dance or ‘Penny Wedding’, oil on canvas, late 17th century
23

Edinburgh grew in size and prosperity, despite outbreaks of

plague in 1604 and 1645 that took so many lives.
24

The conditions

as we have seen were rough to say the least. There was political

24 https://localhistories.org/a-history-of-edinburgh/
23 https://www.kinlochanderson.com/blog/scottish-weddings-through-centuries
22 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Childhood_in_early_modern_Scotland

https://localhistories.org/a-history-of-edinburgh/
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upheaval, religious tensions, and urban squalor. We should also

remember that there were witch hunts and executions still

happening in Edinburgh regularly. In Scotland from the 16th to

the 18th century, between three and four thousand people were

tortured, convicted and executed as witches. In the 1500’s more

witches were strangled and then burnt at the stake on Edinburgh

Castle’s esplanade than anywhere else in Scotland.
25

The Witches' Well, Edinburgh. The fountain marks the area where hundreds of accused

witches were burned at the stake having been convicted and sentenced without a trial.

The world around them was complex and chaotic. To work in

a home as they might have was likely a relief, even if very difficult.

They clung to each other for security and with shared hope. But

25 https://edinburgh.org/blog/edinburgh%E2%80%99s-witches-wizards/ and
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/map-visualizes-scale-16th-and-17th-century-scottish-witch-
hunts-180973226/

https://edinburgh.org/blog/edinburgh%E2%80%99s-witches-wizards/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/map-visualizes-scale-16th-and-17th-century-scottish-witch-hunts-180973226/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/map-visualizes-scale-16th-and-17th-century-scottish-witch-hunts-180973226/


misfortune strikes, and hits hard. Sometime in the winter of 1618

Thomas is believed to have died. He was twenty-two, and any

number of things could have felled him. Later in the fall of 1618,

Marione, now a twenty year old widow, gave birth to a daughter.

Bubonic plague, typhus and cholera were present in the everyday

lives of Edinburgh’s population. These would shout “Gardyloo” when

they would throw wastewater from their windows into the street to

warn passersby. The citizens would fling their household waste into

the Nor Loch (today Princes Street Gardens), and many historians

believe that it was also used for drinking water. Edinburgh was one

of the most unsanitary towns in Europe.
26

Worse still, she herself died within a few weeks of giving

birth to her daughter. She may have died from complications, or

one of the prevalent diseases. Normally an infant is baptized

26 https://www.introducingedinburgh.com/history
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immediately, or within a day or two. This child was baptized early

in November, almost a week later if she had the child at the end of

October. This might indicate that she died before the child was

baptized and the baby was named Marione, by whomever took

over her care, in honor of her deceased mother. Her survival is

likely the result of fosterage,
27

as she could have just as likely

become a foundling. It’s entirely possible her employer’s family,

or someone in the house or parish took the child as their ward.

Childhood in early modern Scotland: Birth was a predominantly

female event. The primary responsibility for bringing up young

children fell on the mother. For many the early teens were marked

by moving away from home to undertake life-cycle service. Boys

might be apprenticed to a trade, or become agricultural servants.

Girls might go into domestic or agricultural service. For older

children the major duty of parents was, according to the Kirk, to

ensure the spiritual development of the child, with fathers leading

daily family prayers.
28

We don’t hear of Marione Whyte again until her marriage to

George Paecok
29

in June of 1640, at Edinburgh Parish. It would

appear she remained in the neighborhood. That George was a

writer suggests perhaps she rose in social

status, somewhere near the middle, even if

she was still in service, likely upstairs as a

nanny, governess, or companion).

Marrying George was a turning point for

Marione to be sure, that is if we are going

to play out the narrative we’ve begun. Her

adoptive family raised and perhaps

29 https://selectsurnames.com/peacock/
28 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Childhood_in_early_modern_Scotland
27 bit.ly/3id2FZ8 also see:Calvinist Presbyterian, their values fit this scenario of adoption and charity

https://selectsurnames.com/peacock/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Childhood_in_early_modern_Scotland
http://bit.ly/3id2FZ8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_Scotland


educated her, then she or they found a suitable husband from

within that circle of family, friends, and St. Giles’ parishioners.

She may have had more freedom and mobility which would have

given her more opportunity to meet someone like George, the son

of a merchant and burgess
30

of the City. It’s a classic social

progression common since antiquity, bringing all the BBC

mini-series plot lines and characters quickly to mind, especially

with the backdrop of Civil War coloring every scene, a war that

started in her backyard.

On the 23rd of July 1637, in St Giles Cathedral in Edinburgh, Dean

Hannay attempted to read from the prayer book for the first time. At

this, a woman called Jenny Geddes picked

up the stool she was sitting on and threw it

at his head, shouting “Villain, dost thou say

mass at my lug? [in my hearing]”. Then a

riot broke out, with more people shouting

and throwing stools, before leaving the

building. The next day, the privy council

which governed Scotland forbade speaking

against the government or prayer book on

pain of death.
31

This event started a war

between Scotland, England and Ireland,

and set in motion a chain of events which

wouldn't be fully settled until nearly thirty

years later. It was a conflict which would

shape the political and military landscape of the nation for

generations to come.
32

Was she in the congregation that day?

32 bit.ly/3F3SNKg IMAGE: bit.ly/3Vq2GXJ Also see: The Middle Class Factor in the Scottish Reformation;
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3159893?read-now=1#page_scan_tab_contents

31 https://reformationhistory.org/jennygeddes.html That’s Jenny’s stool pictured above.

30 A Burgess of Edinburgh is an individual who has been granted a Burgess ticket in the City of
Edinburgh, Scotland. Historically to be a Burgess was to be a 'free man' or 'citizen' of the Burgh, who
could own land (known as a Burgage), contribute to the running of the town, and was not under the
jurisdiction of any feudal lord. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burgess_of_Edinburgh

http://bit.ly/3F3SNKg
http://bit.ly/3Vq2GXJ
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3159893?read-now=1#page_scan_tab_contents
https://reformationhistory.org/jennygeddes.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burgess_of_Edinburgh


George Paecok was twenty-two when the rebellion began in

1637, and Marione was eighteen. The religious conflicts had and

would rage for years, everyone jockeying for power and position.

This fight over the Common Book of Prayer was the tip of an

iceberg of revolution.

In fact, the situation escalated resulting in the Bishop’s Wars

of 1639-40.33 This wasn’t only a religious issue; landowners and

noblemen were very concerned that their lands were at risk of

being taken away by Charles I. Everyone was up in arms, literally.

It was surely nerve wracking and scary not knowing what was

going to happen. Everyone was likely scrambling to secure their

resources and safety as anyone does when under threat of attack.

33 https://www.scotland.org.uk/scotland-in-the-seventeenth-century/the-bishops-wars-of-1639

http://justus.anglican.org/resources/bcp/Scotland/BCP_1637.htm
https://www.scotland.org.uk/scotland-in-the-seventeenth-century/the-bishops-wars-of-1639


Edinburgh Castle was captured by the king early in 1639 but

later taken back by the Coventors by June 1640.
34

Marione and

George were married on the 9th of June, 1640 in Edinburgh

Parish, three years after Jenny flung her stool at St. Giles. At

twenty-five George had most likely

finished his studies and may well have

been helping his father in his

business. A young up and coming

fellow with good prospects, from a

good local family. Perhaps he was

already working as a writer. There

certainly were enough stories to cover

to keep him busy. It is also not

unrealistic to imagine that as an

educated young man, with a merchant

father whose business and land might

be at stake, he was part of the resistance, writing persuasive

speeches, flyers, or articles. A writer has an inquisitive mind and

boundless curiosity, so it is hard to believe George wouldn’t be far

from the action of the day, even if only behind the scenes.

IMAGE: Montrose; a Covenanter general in 1639 and 1640 who became leader of the

Royalist campaign 1644–1645
35

(N.B. Our Bruce family branch stems from Montrose)

It’s possible this was an arranged marriage, if even if only

informally set up by her adoptive parents, as it’s doubtful she had

a significant dowry, if any, considering her beginnings. A writer

seems a respectable match. One can almost hear the Masterpiece

Theater theme music as the scene unfolds: Invited to dinner one

evening, George is thoroughly and completely charmed by the

35 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland_in_the_Wars_of_the_Three_Kingdoms
34 bit.ly/3EJHrJI
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young ward Marione, herself in a swoon of delight at the attention

of the dashing and witty writer. Or just as plausible, George was a

Covenantor
36

and once their victory was achieved, George took a

wife, moved her to the suburbs and started a family. Their first

child was born at Inveresk in May of 1641, a sunny and mild time

of year in Scotland. They named him Williame Peacock.

Inveresk is a place of special architectural and historic interest

which, remarkably, has remained relatively unchanged since the

17th century. Inveresk is a peaceful, picturesque and very affluent

village, above the bustling town of Musselburgh. The earliest

substantial settlement dates back to early Roman times when the

strategic nature of the site, with clear views in all directions,

attracted the Celtic Votadini Tribe as well as the Romans.
37

37 https://invereskvillage.wordpress.com/in-historys-footsteps-a-walk-around-inveresk/

36 Covenanters (Scottish Gaelic: Cùmhnantaich) were members of a 17th-century Scottish religious and
political movement, who supported a Presbyterian Church of Scotland, and the primacy of its leaders in
religious affairs. Following victory in the 1639 and 1640 Bishops' Wars, the Covenanters took control of
Scotland https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Covenanters

https://invereskvillage.wordpress.com/in-historys-footsteps-a-walk-around-inveresk/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Covenanters


Whether George’s family is originally from Inveresk is

unknown. The suspicion is his father acquired a second home or

country house for his wife and family away from the filth of

Edinburgh. His wife lived there and raised their son while he had

an apartment in town and came home on weekends or the like.

Years later George, Jr. likely stayed with his father while attending

Tounis College, which eventually became the University of

Edinburgh. The curriculum seems a perfect fit for a writer.

The University of Edinburgh was established

following a Royal Charter in 1582. It was originally

called Tounis College, when part of a legacy left by

Robert Reid, Bishop of Orkney in 1558 had

established a college. Teaching began in 1583 under

Robert Rollock (1555-1599), with a four year course

in arts to gain a masters of arts. When Rollock was

appointed as the first principal of the University,

there were four Philosophy regents and one regent of Humanity,

whilst Rollock specialized in Divinity. Until the beginning of the 18th

century the University remained essentially an Arts College, with a

Divinity School attached. The first classes were held in Hamilton

House known as the Duke's Lodge. In 1582 a site that included St

Mary in the Fields was acquired. Many new buildings and

extensions were made to the site of Hamilton House after 1616.
38

It makes perfect sense George would bring marione back to

his hometown with his family since Marione didn’t have one other

than her adoptive family. More often it’s the man that moves to

the woman’s village with the house being part of her dowry, and

she has family nearby to help her raise the children. The young

38 https://ourhistory.is.ed.ac.uk/index.php/University_of_Edinburgh

https://ourhistory.is.ed.ac.uk/index.php/University_of_Edinburgh


man sometimes went into the father-in-law’s business. This was a

reverse situation due to her circumstances of birth.

Inveresk is notable for its fine main street of 17th and 18th century houses with high

walled grounds and gated driveways.
39

The lands of Little Inveresk were held by Dunfermline Abbey, but

passed to the Maitlands of Thirlestane after the Reformation, until

sold to the Scotts of Buccleuch in 1709. The property was held by the

Colt family, who were ministers of the church, and Oliver Cromwell

stayed at the house for about two months in 1650 before

withdrawing and then going on to defeat the Scots at the Battle of

Dunbar. The Duke of York, later James VII, dined at Inveresk House,

and Bonnie Prince Charlie may have visited in 1745 before the Battle

of Prestonpans.
40

(Note connection to Dunfermline, home of the

Buist family mentioned earlier.)

40 bit.ly/3u7IoH8
39 https://www.edubuzz.org/placestoseeeastlothian/towns-villages/inveresk/

http://bit.ly/3u7IoH8
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Seems idyllic, doesn’t it? Yet, by January of 1643 they are

back in Edinburgh when their second son Johnne is born. Rural

life wasn't for them it seems. Or was it something else that

brought them back to the City?

The Old Tolbooth, Edinburgh, location of Scottish Parliaments from the mid-15th

century to the mid 17th century.
41

Part Two: George and Marione return to Edinburgh and have

four more children, including a set of twins. Life in the City is as

chaotic and troubled as it had ever been. 1645 is a most grueling

year. That the offspring of both the orphaned Mariones survived,

and that their story is being told four hundred years later is

indeed beyond miraculous. And it isn’t over yet.

41 https://www.scotsman.com/arts-and-culture/delving-under-scotlands-oldest-streets-1489450

https://www.scotsman.com/arts-and-culture/delving-under-scotlands-oldest-streets-1489450

