
John A. Trost and the Siege of Atlanta 1864

On December 11, 1862, our 2nd great grandfather, John A.

Trost, an immigrant laborer
1
from Germany, enlisted in the Union

Army in Ohio. He had arrived in New York 18 months earlier on

the clipper ship Polynesia with his wife Barbara, their 3 year old

daughter Eva, 2 year old John, and 7 month old infant Barbara.

They left Stralsbach, Bad Kissingen, where they had been living

prior to their departure. The Trost family had lived in Dettingen

an der Erms since the early 1500s, but the specific reasons for

their move to Schifferstadt and then to Stralsbach, Bad Kissingen

before emigrating to the US remain unknown.

Great Republic (1853), the largest clipper ever built.

1 According to the ship’s manifest, John was a mechanic. The name is spelled “Fhost” on the manifest but
there is a note at the bottom that states it could be Frost or Trost.

https://immigrantships.net/v4/1800v4/polynesia18610529.html


During the mid-19th century, the duration of transatlantic

voyages typically ranged from four to eight weeks, depending on

factors such as the ship's design, weather conditions, and the

specific route taken. The ship's manifest states there were no

deaths during the journey, which is a good sign. A few other

ancestors who arrived earlier (1624, 1732, 1751) had it rougher.

Main Street south from Erie Street / published by G. M. Manning, Buffalo, N.Y. 1860-90

Buffalo, New York, where John moved his family after

arriving in Erie County, NY in 1861, experienced significant

growth in its German immigrant population during the mid-19th

century, with Germans constituting around one-third of the city's

population by 1860. This influx was part of a broader wave of

German immigration to the United States during the 19th century,

driven by factors such as economic hardship, political unrest, and

social pressures in Germany. The German community in Buffalo

during the 1860s was often tight-knit, and many Germans settled

in specific neighborhoods, such as the East Side, which became

https://www.loc.gov/resource/stereo.1s08032/


known as the "German Broadway" due to the concentration of

German businesses, churches, and social organizations along

Broadway Street.

Buffalo as it appeared in 1858 on the eve of the Civil War
2

As a mechanic, John A. Trost would have likely worked in

one of Buffalo's growing industries, such as manufacturing,

shipbuilding, or construction. At the time, Buffalo was

experiencing rapid economic development, thanks to its strategic

location on the Great Lakes and the Erie Canal. Many newly

arrived immigrants, including Germans, found employment in

these industries, which offered steady work and a chance to

improve their economic status. Buffalo's population boomed

during the mid-19th century, and the city became known for its

bustling waterfront and industrial landscape. Working conditions

2 https://emergingcivilwar.com/2021/04/05/on-the-eve-of-war-buffalo-new-york/

https://emergingcivilwar.com/2021/04/05/on-the-eve-of-war-buffalo-new-york/
https://emergingcivilwar.com/2021/04/05/on-the-eve-of-war-buffalo-new-york/


in these industries were often difficult and dangerous, with long

hours and low wages. However, for many workers like John A.

Trost, this work provided a means of survival and a pathway to a

better life.

"Map of the Canal, and Profile of the Canal" -- from: Marco Paul's Voyages & Travels,

Erie Canal / by Jacob Abbott. (Harper & Brothers, New York, c1852) -- frontispiece.

It is clear that John A. Trost was likely attracted to the

recruitment incentives offered by Ohio when he enlisted in the

Union Army there. Buffalo had not had a recruitment effort since

August of 1862. Some states or local communities offered

bounties or other financial incentives to encourage enlistment,

and Ohio was a significant recruitment center during the Civil

War, contributing a large number of troops to the Union cause.

There was likely another reason as well.



Before the Civil War, the naturalization process in the United

States generally required a residency period of five years.

Immigrants had to declare their intention to become citizens after

living in the country for at least two years, and then wait an

additional three years before they could be naturalized. However,

during the Civil War, Congress recognized the valuable

contributions of immigrants serving in the military and passed the

Act to Encourage Immigration on July 17, 1862.

This act allowed immigrants who had enlisted in the Union

Army to apply for expedited naturalization without fulfilling the

five-year residency requirement. Immigrants serving in the

military could apply for naturalization after only one year of

residence in the United

States. They still had to

go through the standard

naturalization process,

including taking an oath

of allegiance to the

United States and

renouncing any

allegiance to their

former country, but the

waiting period was

significantly shortened for those who served. It is important to

note that enlisting in the Union Army did not automatically grant

citizenship; the immigrant soldiers still had to apply for

naturalization and fulfill the necessary requirements, albeit in a

shorter time frame.



1862: The Draft: A draft is imposed on a community only in the

event that a predetermined quota was not filled by area volunteers.

The county's annual quota is 3,808. In a frenzied and last ditch

effort to hire the needy to volunteer, bounty funds are created by the

Common Council (at the intense urging of Mayor Fargo), the Erie

County Board of Supervisors, the Board of Trade and private funds,

and the average bounty increases from $150 to $500. While even

this generous bounty fund does not prevent the imposition of a draft

in Erie County, it does enable most of the wealthier and more

influential citizens to escape it. (Among them is Grover Cleveland, a

young and politically ambitious lawyer who, by paying $500 to a

recently arrived Polish immigrant, is able to pass the war in the

comfort and prosperity of his blossoming legal practice.)
3

The combination of financial bounties and the opportunity

for a faster path to citizenship likely made military service an

attractive option for many immigrants seeking to establish

themselves and their families in the United States. This provided

the Union Army with a valuable source of manpower and

demonstrated the immigrants' commitment to their new country.

The 112th Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry was an

incomplete Civil War unit that began organizing in Ohio in August

1862, but due to difficulties in recruiting enough soldiers, the

regiment never reached full strength. By late 1862, officials had

managed to recruit only 238 men, insufficient to form a complete

regiment. As a result, authorities ceased the formation of the

112th Regiment and transferred the existing volunteers to the

63rd Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. Despite these challenges,

the men who had joined the 112th Ohio Volunteer Infantry

participated in several notable engagements and operations

3 https://buffaloah.com/h/1865.html#1862

https://www.ohiocivilwarcentral.com/112th-regiment-ohio-volunteer-infantry/
https://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-battle-units-detail.htm?battleUnitCode=UOH0063RI
https://buffaloah.com/h/1865.html#1862


during the Civil War as part of the 63rd Regiment Ohio Volunteer

Infantry. They served under the command of Colonel James W.

Mitchell and were primarily involved in operations in Kentucky

and Tennessee. During service the regiment lost 2 Officers and 91

Enlisted men killed and mortally wounded and 5 Officers and 259

Enlisted men by disease. Total loss 357.

A modern mural depicting the "Squirrel Hunters" crossing the Ohio River for the defense of Cincinnati.

John A Trost is somewhere in that line up.

Some of the key engagements and operations of the Union

Ohio Volunteers include the defense of Cincinnati, Ohio in Sept.

1862, the siege of Knoxville, Tennessee from Nov. to Dec. 1863,

the Atlanta Campaign fromMay to Sept. 1864, the Battle of

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Knoxville


Resaca, Georgia in May 1864, the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain,

Georgia in June 1864, the siege of Atlanta, Georgia from July to

August 1864 (think Gone With the Wind), and the Battle of

Nashville, Tennessee in December 1864. The soldiers who had

initially joined the 112th Ohio Volunteer Infantry and later served

in the 63rd Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry were mustered out

of service on June 27, 1865, following the end of the Civil War.

This lithograph depicting the Battle of Atlanta and the death of Union general James McPherson was first

published in 1888 by Louis Kurz and Alexander Allison. The battle occurred on July 22, 1864, during

Union general William T. Sherman's Atlanta campaign.

The Atlanta Campaign and the subsequent siege of Atlanta

were highly significant for the Union, as they weakened the

Confederate forces and infrastructure, and boosted the morale



and public support for the Union cause. The capture of Atlanta by

Union forces under General William T. Sherman was a turning

point in the Civil War and played a crucial role in President

Abraham Lincoln's reelection in 1864.

Over 200,000 German and 150,000 Irish-born men volunteered to serve in Union armies.
4

John A. Trost's decision to join the Union Army in Ohio in

December 1862 was likely influenced by a combination of factors,

including recruitment incentives such as financial bounties, the

need for more soldiers to fight for the Union cause, and the

4 Immigrants in the Union Army
https://www.essentialcivilwarcurriculum.com/immigrants-in-the-union-army.html

https://www.essentialcivilwarcurriculum.com/immigrants-in-the-union-army.html


opportunity for a faster path to citizenship. As a German

immigrant, Trost was part of a sizable and active community in

Buffalo, New York, which contributed significantly to the Union

war effort. Trost's decision to enlist reflects the experiences of

many German immigrants during the Civil War era, who sought

to establish themselves in their new country while demonstrating

their loyalty to the United States.

The experiences of German immigrants

during the 19th century and the Civil War era

are explored in several books, including "The

German-Americans: An Ethnic Experience"

by Willi Paul Adams, "Germans in the Civil

War: The Letters They Wrote Home" edited

by Walter D. Kamphoefner and Wolfgang

Helbich, and "German Workers in Industrial

Chicago, 1850-1910: A Comparative

Perspective" by Hartmut Keil and John B.

Jentz. These books provide a broader context for understanding

the challenges faced by German immigrants as they adapted to life

in the United States, often amid the tumultuous backdrop of the

Civil War.

One soldier, recounting the Battle of Gettysburg, wrote,

"The bullets whistled around our heads like hail...I cannot

describe the horrible scene"

In "Germans in the Civil War: The Letters They Wrote

Home," Kamphoefner and Helbich present a unique perspective

on the American Civil War through the lens of German

immigrants who participated in the conflict. The book offers a

https://amzn.to/3JjzoFR


firsthand account of the experiences of German soldiers in

combat, as well as their motivations for enlisting in the Union or

Confederate armies. The letters reveal personal, political, and

economic reasons for their involvement in the conflict,

highlighting the strong sense of duty and commitment to their

new country shared by many German immigrants.

One letter described the dire situation in a Confederate

prison, stating, "The suffering from hunger and cold is

indescribable"

Civil War Diary Of German-American Sergeant Ruoff

The book also sheds light on the daily life of German

soldiers, including their living conditions, food, and relationships

with fellow soldiers. The hardships faced by these soldiers are

further illuminated through accounts of inadequate food,

insufficient clothing, and the challenges of maintaining hygiene

https://auction.universityarchives.com/auction-lot/civil-war-diary-of-german-american-sergeant-ruoff_9F445D1BF1


and health in the harsh conditions of military life. The letters offer

a poignant reminder of the brutality and devastation of war, as

experienced by the individuals who lived through it.

"The children are growing up, but you are missing all of it...I pray

for your safe return"

Union regiments from Pennsylvania, New York and the Midwest were filled with German immigrants

In addition to detailing the experiences of German soldiers,

the book touches on the impact of the war on German immigrant

families and communities. The letters provide insight into the

struggles faced by families as they coped with the absence of their

loved ones and the economic and social upheaval caused by the

war. These personal accounts highlight the significant emotional

toll that the war had on families and communities, as well as the



resilience and strength of those left to manage their households

and lives in the face of adversity.

The reflections of German soldiers on the political, social,

and moral aspects of the conflict are also explored in the book.

The letters reveal a wide range of opinions and perspectives on

issues such as slavery, the role of government, and the potential

for reconciliation and healing after the war. The book illustrates

the belief held by some German immigrants that the war could

bring about positive change and a more equitable society. Overall,

"Germans in the Civil War: The Letters They Wrote Home" offers

a valuable and unique perspective on the American Civil War,

highlighting the experiences of German immigrants who

participated in the conflict.

Read Parts 1 & Two about the Trost family in Swabia and

Dettingen an der Erms before John and Barabra emigrated to the

United States.

Part 1:

https://aletheus.com/2023/02/22/the-trost-families-of-swabia/

Part 2:

https://aletheus.com/2023/03/14/ancestors-the-trost-family-of-

dettingen-an-der-erms-part-two/

https://amzn.to/3LrBztQ
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